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William Henry Rodabaugh (father) John Rodabaugh (uncle) Ed Rodabaugh (uncle)
(Taken in the 1790s)
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Hanna Reddick, wife of Walter Jordan. Walter and Hanna were the parent’s of Billie’s Mom.
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William and Lena Rodabaugh moved from Missouri to the Nebraska Sandhills in 1919. Billie began school
in Thedford, Nebraska. Here she is (on the right) with her brother Walter and her sister Evelyn, in front of
their house in Thedford.
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Billie, about ten years old, in front of the Thedford house.
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Billie, school picture.







ybneqepoy alig ‘IIIdN.O sauby ‘uewyo) el ‘nedwe aluuog ‘yueg [9zuaq ‘960 YneM ‘K1amon] plelao ‘uosdwoyl

aleq ‘|99d l1auaq ‘1w Yoer ‘YBneqke|O us|aH ‘1BalL [3UI3 ‘UOSUSARIS JBIIEA ‘24 ‘SPOOAN SSIIN ‘U93]S Jed :18yded)}
au} J0 43| 8y} 0} 1B ay} yum BuiuuiBaq ‘8sIMY0[0-JIUN0D "8Z6 | UL 100YDS apeJb pJoypay L ay} 18 woos S,p00AN SSIN







Chads o) R ' AN i P il i e e

JPPYPvIp vprnansy 51 swngrrctsp \m§ .oﬁﬁﬁhm#gm Nmmzﬁmg :‘M‘

VINO'TIAdIJA

N“\m\\ .Q\\\“\.N&\s&“ ﬁv\\ﬁ\\ﬂv\“ﬂ\\ \ﬂ“ \\d&&\ \“\ﬂ\&v \Q\\Q w‘%ﬁ‘&. \&u\‘“& \\Q\ \Q\p\s

“ﬁw\ﬁu»\\ Q‘ \Q\ \u““NNI \\M\ \\“u\.ﬁ“\&“»& \sﬁﬂaev\\N. \Q&Qﬁ\“&\§® \“Vw\ \u&.& \%éuk \Q\R\“ \Q
I\.#I.

\R\ﬁﬂﬁ\\b.-\ﬁ \“%v&“\%& \“w\ \““\“\\s\gﬂ \%ﬁv‘ \\Q&Aﬁ\v\\“qﬂ\ \\&Ns“& ‘crue x\\f\u

otk MRS G

VIt I \\Q\\“%\l\ﬁﬂ
s oo b o

.\S\\o “N\u\w\ﬁﬂ@\&

fipmogy semiyg

apeib
uwbie
woJy
sajenpestb
alig




"pJOJPaYL JO YUOU WIB) 8y} U0 asnoy pos ay) jo ainjoid e sdeysad




-mo1 do} aU} Ut 3] BY} WOy puodas st aus ‘61 sdeusad ‘100yos UbIH piojpayL je sseak Apea sallllg




jaWI} 3} |[e Jlaswiy paydjelds pue ‘ewazo9 pey 9y
JUOAB) Jay JO BUQ 'SIUDE3} |00YIS ybiy s,a11g J0 dWos

18y} slaquiswal 3ys ‘sasse|b ay) yum uew 2y} sem s1ayoes} @




sa1ppng |00Yos YBIH

‘pE-EE6 Ul ‘asnoy s,uosiapues je uaye} g eld|IiA\ pue "o aliilg “AA BIUIBIA W BIssor “H alslyD -




“JyBu wouy puooas ‘moi doy oy} ul si Al "FEEL Ul |00YIS YBIH PIOJPAYL W0l UOKENPEID




Billie's parents, William Henry Rodabaugh and Lena Leota Jordan, in Thedford.




Billie graduated at the height of the depression. After high school she took a temporary government job in
Thedford that had been set up to help with unemployment in Thomas County. She worked at this job for two years,
two days a week. In 1937 she and her friend Lillas left Thedford. They stayed in western Nebraska, in Scotsbluff.
She got a job in a cafe by saying that she had previous work experience in restaurants. After seven months she
returned to Thedford, then went to Mitchell, Nebraska, where she worked in another cafe for the summer, and dated
a fellow who worked in the telegraph office. Her brother Sylvan got a job on a dude ranch in Colorado, so Billie and
Lillas got a ride to Cody with a lady who charged them all the money they had for the ride. Billie and Lillas couldn't
get jobs in Cody, Wyoming, so they went to Sheridan, Wyoming, where Lillas had an aunt. Billie then went back to
Cody and worked on Nichols Ranch (a dude ranch) for two summers, mostly working as a maid. When she was
back in Thedford Billie heard that Red Harvey had a job for her at the cafe east of Broken Bow. It was at the
Broken Bow cafe that she first got to know O. K. Luther, who she would later marry (she had seen him when she
was still in high school, when he visited Thedford for a graduation). Billie only worked at Red’s cafe in Broken Bow
for a short while, then moved to Ogallala and worked at a hotel and cafe there (O.K. was on a construction job at
the Ogallala dam). In 1940-41 she attended business college in Grand Island.

While Billie was travelling and working, her parents sold the farm in Thedford and moved to a log cabin in Twin
Falls, Idaho.




Billie, about the time she was in business college.




In 1941 Billie accepted a secretarial position with the War Production Board in Washington, D.C. When she left for
Washington she didn't think that O.K. wanted to pursue the relationship. By the spring of 1942, however she had an
engagement ring from him and was making plans to return leave the Washington job and return to Nebraska. The
documents on the next few pages are part of her work record for the War Production Board. It shows her salary

increasing from $1260 to $1440.




,{ THIS ADVICE

A 5-12-42

T | ©ATH OF OFFICE

FORM GA-39

(3-2)

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
WAR PRODUCTION BOARD

ADVICE OF PERSONNEL ACTION

To: —

Rodabaugh, Billie E.

EMPLOYEE NO.

THIS ADVICE NOTIFIES YOU THAT THE WAR PRODUCTION BOARD HAS
TAKEN THE FOLLOWING ACTION WITH REGARD TO YOUR EMPLOYMENT.

NATURE OF

ACTION

Change in Status and Intra-Division Transfer

EFrFECTIVE DATE

May 1, 1942

FRrROM: k.8 e
st Under Clerk Typist Junior Clerk Typist
N Tear-1, $1260 CAF-2, $1hh0
Office 3
Division . |Materials Division Materials Division

Office of Administrative | Internal Services Section
Branch Assistant Mail and Files Unit
Section
Headquarters |Washington, D. C. Washington, D. C.
Pepartnit® | Departmental Departmentel
REMARKS:

Under this appointment are ect_to the provisions of the
ivil Service %’ v 4 .‘{}é o
credit

subj i
irement Act as amended, and accordingly

in the Retirement

Cinit
w:'abcdcducudﬁgmyaurbm' salary for deposit 1o your
'und.

This appointment is for such time as your services may be required El
and funds are available therefor. :

ByAlirection of the Agministrative Officer
V4 =

DIRECTOR OF PERSONNEL

— oo -

D The first six months of service under this appoiniment shall be a
trial period, satisfactory completion of which shall be considered
part of the enirance examination. If conduct or capacity at any
time during this period is nol satisfactory, the appoiniment may
be terminated.

This Anpp.oimment is subject to the condition that a charactér
investigation, vet to be made, will be satisfactory. If unsatisfac-
lory, the appoiniment will be terminated.

EMPLOYING OFFICERO

CAUTION: THIS LETTER, WHILE EVIDENCING AN OFFICIAL ACTION AS OF THE
EFFECTIVE DATE SHOWN. IS NOT TO BE ACCEPTED AS AN OFFICIAL CREDENTIAL.
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Billie, about the time she was in Washington, D. C.




Billie in Washington. In the picture with the umbrella she is with her friend Earline and the man Earline
later married (but who Billie dated first). In the other picture she is with a Mr. Barber, who used to take
her out to a fish dinner each week.




f ompany
Distributors of GLOBE GASOLINE
GLOBE OILS and GREASES

BROKEN BOW, NEBRASKA
Sat., Jan, 1%, 1942
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I've ek, Seems

done, and

{ clean. I'1l still be doing it

re in Califor a biteh, a

Lillas throwed in, Wow! The first

‘0 and Don,

club on Alverez Street. taing M

but I was trying

all

take it, Don

some music. suie g0t vacK ere in a arry, I zuess 1%
e and danced to Bob Orosby, That

»n
1o

ere enjoying the mu

too mach. I zot his too, it
you making it, kidf It seems like you've been ther it two years
now. Uo you like it?t e heard you wele ¢oing to join an ambulance corps., 4are

you still thinzing

sbout itt It would sure be exciting, Kinda asngerous, though.

We're zoing this weex to see tne Colleze., 1I'd sure like to zet

it straizhtened out. I don't want to have trouble with them thouga, cause if
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How is Katherine getting alonz, Tell aer zello for me.

Well, kid; itls di

r time gzain, so I

Luther men, Je've sure

Take it easy, Bill,

too, I'm sorry I didn't

send you 2 Xmas card, but don't

Novody els

zot one from us,

Keep your nose clean.
Lotsa Love,
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A letter from Sonty (Sonia Sontaman, who later married Gerald Luther) to Billie in Washington.




Dearest Billile --

Perhaps 1 should brzak the monoto
you a few lines. We are still ho
worked last Sunday and he
Sunday. I didn't get to wi
about eleven o'clock and r
morning. I was down to Uncle
noon but there wasn't anybody

In the last letter from
you had chanzed your mind about your
was quite a dissap
(One to many s's in the above word)
come out here the last part of Jul
are quite sure of

I went down and saw Sonty &
the day sfter we receiv
someone she knew.
Gerald hadn't bsen
to drop down snd see how the
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20 on a good party because they seem
readily when we suggested it.
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broke, resultin
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The folks found a place they like
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defsnse stamp booklet

time
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really is planning on i
e have already sent her the mon
her trip out here.
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Letters from Sylvan and Hank (Junior) to Billie while she was in Washin

these are three of the dozens of letters that she and O.K. exchan
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Mom she ss=
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ey for graduation and

and flash picture
2lock so I will have to close this
work for another elght hours or
walt as long as I
Walt & Goldie a letter also but

Burbank, Calif.
April 29, 1942,
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ed your letter.
Don had a job with Bouzlas aircraft but
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She seemed glad to see

I guess we will have
We could really
t together and

to favor the idea quite

But they sald they wanted to
ause they were damn near

alls and telegrams they

r-ft boards,
quite well at Twin so

ranted to know if we

0. K. with us so I guess
down payment for them.

e that the owner wanted the place in

to find another place to
they finally bought. I

ey have a place that they

y won't have to be moving

We left 2200 ®n the bank at Twin when we lef
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ce. I think its a five
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Billie and her father, in Idaho, during a break from the Washington job, in 1942




With her brother Kenneth in front of the log house that her parents owned in Idaho. 1942. Kenneth was 16.




Billie with her father and (below) with
her sister Evelyn.




Billie and her mother, Lena.




Billie's sister and brother, Bonnie and Hank, about 1942.




The summer of '42. Billie and her brother Sylvan.
Billie went to California with O.K., Frank Holland,
Marie Nelson, and Sonty in the summer.




Billie's uncle Charlie Rodabaugh
owned part of an oil field. In the
summer of '42 Billie visited him.
Above, she is with her brother
Sylvan, and Luella, Helen,

and Fritz, daughters of

her uncle Charlie.




Billie in California in 1942.
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Billie with her cousin
Luella Rodabaugh.




Billie's sister Bonnie. In Bonnie’s 1942 letter to Billie (right)
she is talking about the man she would later marry, Roy May.




Twin Falls, Idaho
Nov. 25, 1942

Dearest Willie,
From the first glance 2t Kenny's lestter you
would think he wes writing 2 poem of some kind
I read it last nite when I came home and like to
died laughing. (Of course he didn't know anything
about 1t.)
Well as Mor told you, I worked for about a
‘week and a half down=&t Swifts picking chickens
I just wanted to zet a little money So I cpuld
fix my hope chest up this week--WHY?--Because thére
isn't any sence in waiting till Xmas to get married
I love him Willie With All iy Heart and the only
way either one of us will be satisfied 1s to zet
married. Willie--do you know what iE's like to
half to leave a guy at your door when you don't
want to--I wsnt to be with him all the time-- I
just can't be without him and I can't wait until
Xmas to get married. We 2rs planning pretty strongly
on either Sat. or Sunday. (to be the set date)
Roy may not be a millionare as far 2s money goes but
we've zot love and he's gzot ambltions Well that's
enouzh of that-you should know how I fell by this time,
Well Evelyn just tried o read my letter and
I told her that this was one letter that not even
she could read.
®ell you know I should close this letter and
get to work on my hope chest or I*11 never get it
done. ;
Why did you want me to walt till Xmas--Did you
want to discourage me or tell me sometning for my
own good--Huh--=-

Digning off for now
Bye
Love

Bonnie




Billie's brother Kenneth, and (at the right) a letter from him.




Twin Falls, Idaho.
November 24, 1942.
Dear Willie,
I seem to be getting along
21l right since Juny left the car
here. There isn't much in Twin Falls
to go to though. I kad to go get the
ration card for the gasoline today
because Mom was working =nd the ratlion
board closed before Mom got off work.

Do you have to wait till christ-
mas to come? What are you working
3t? You don't have to answer that
last question, Mem did. "My ribbion
ran out in the middle of that sentence.

I wrote to Bolse to 'get me a job after
school hours, but I haven't heard
fronmit. I gosé to Bet in on this
big money, I'm nearly broke.

I believe Bonnie 1is going to
zet "Married" before you do, the
way 1t looks now. She's gone now.
Probably went to ashow with Roy.

Got my room all fixed up hefore
this cold weather came. Its been
raining 211 week. It really came
down a2t noon, todsy. The school
is four blocks from town.c And moat
of the kids walked up town and they
gure looked like drowned rats when
they got up town.--I1 had the car.

I got a two weeks vacatlon about
the first of November so 1 don't zett
but 2 1 day va:ation for Thanksgiving.

I widh I could write like JUny.
1ts really hard work for me to write
a letter. =

Guess 1 better suite writing
and go to bed. @ot to get up early
in the morning %:30.

Your lovéng brother

Kenneth Bdward fodabaugh
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Sylvan, was drafted in ‘43. During the Second World War he was a tail gunner on a bomber in the European theater.




Hank spent most of his war service in Puerto Rico.




OoNL onnviLi, QQuaunua
APOF 845 % PM
New York, New York

9 January 1944.

Yy Dearest Billie ——-

I shall try and improve this letter situation a wee bit by answering
your letter which I received yesterday. I am glad to hear that you spent
the New Year in a respectable sort of way. Oh you did didn't you???? After
all you must remember Billie that drink is only one of the smallest vices
into which a human being can tumble. I was rather "shocked" over that little
episode cogcerning the woman and the razor blade. I take it that she wasn't
one of trt women that are always whispering sweet little "Nothin's_ doéing"
into yourSPar continually. Even with those kind those I sometimes (almost
always) find that someone else had broken down those "tirades of speech! long
before I gme along. What fickle things women usually turn out to bell!l

I know you wouldn't believe it Billie but I really have been living a
very quite life the past week. I have refrained from going into town so
therefore I have been on the up and up right along. Tonite I am going to
town and while T am there I shall probably go AWOL (You know what that means --
After Wémen or Liauor)., After all Billie T must admitt that men are rather
weaklings. Just to sum it all up I think that there is a lot of truth in
that little ditty that runs like this:

Breathes there & man
With soul so sad
Who never turned his hear

lovies come and movies go but I always sit here and wait and wait and

wait. Lately several good ones have come this way. These were "Stagedoor
Canteen", "Strange death of Hitler®,"Affairs of Martha" and "Son of Draculal,
ihen I arrived here I was idle for guite so time except for detail work.
I was assigned to a job but (({((Do you see that ink blot in the first
paragrach??? One of the fellows I work with just filled his pen and a drop
of ink plummeted into the air:iand fell to earth ---- on my letter. He
said for me to tell you that some "jerk" just threw ink on my letter.)))))
now to return to my original thought —---- it wasn't the kind of position
for which I had been trained. In fact if it had been cars instead of air-

% plenes I would have thought that I was running the Gas Station that you and
T talked aboat when I was in Nebraska and Swisher was about to go bankrupt.
At the present time I am doing work which appears to be quite interesting so
far. It varies considerable and altho its usually the same thing over and
over its not always the same. I might say --- just to give an example -—-=
It would compare to a jJob where I spent all my time kissing girls but each
and every time I would kiss a diffeeent girl. Of course my work isn't any
thing in that line but that might clarify what I tried to express. Maybe its
best if we just léave it alone at this stage. I do like my work tho.

I spent the New Year in a very quiet way. In fact I started it by
sleeping, Don't vou think that that.is a very appropriate way to begin it22?
I done enough celebrating last year to last me for this one also. T wrote
to Mom and let her know that you were spending it like 2 "good girl should".
Considerate of me to do so eh?7?7?

Hom told me that Marty Anderson was wounded but he was recovering.
I don't know when or where it occurred, Dariel Piel has been missing in
adtion for quite some time, and about a year ago Vestie Steel was a Jap
prisoner. I see by the paper that 27 Air Cadets who were attending gunnery
school wepekilled in an accident at Kimgman, Akizona. With that Air Cadet
phrase inserted I guess I can rest assured that Sylvie is O, K. You probably
know that he is atigunmery=school afisthat base, I heard from him a few days
ago,

Billie received dozens of humorous letters from the bored Hank. Two are on the following pages.




while if I had to acquire a wife and baby in order to arrange it?2??
I think that one step at a time would be about sufficient to keep me
busy without having the "lock,cstock and barrel" all thrown in to
gether,

Mom rather hinted that Juanita was married so ak she could secure
the soldiers allotment. I womder if its true or whether she was trying
to ease the situation with me. If thats the case why about two more
days on my furlough time and I would have been the "victim". I know
that two reasons kept us from doing so (I know half of this is true
anyway) I wanted every thing but the marriage. She wanted the marriage
and nothing else. Maybe I should have convinced her of the old saying
of "You can't have your cake and eat it too". My letters really develop
into a lot of nonsense!li!lll! So she says to me, "Listen soldier, this
won't be any GI inspection and you're not going to be any Inspecting Officer”
"She finally consented after I convinced her that an American soldier
never hear of the word, 'defeat'",

There comes a time in every man's life when he has exhausted his
su ply of knowledge, news and "otherwise" and has:to bring his letters
to an abrupt close. 3o this is it.

Love to All -

e

,r"/ 1 A7
/ {

uny

P. 5. Helen R. was married about a month ago.” She marriedd a Lt.
that had been in Australia for some tifle. He was returned to this
country (U.S.) and was assigned to one of the hospitals to recuperate.
Helen decided that whéle he was "under the weather" she might be able
to handle him so they were married. "Thaggs my opinion" His parents
ofijected to the marriage to a very great extent. But regardless of
this it took place anyway, They even went so far as to denounce Uncle
Charlie and his family in a very wulgar way. But love will out.

His parents reside at Pasadena, California. I hooe the young couple
will live a very happy and properous married life, regardless of the
fact that the marriage had to take place in such abversed conditions,
It will be just another "mother-in-law" that will live up to the old
established "reputation”. Luella, sister of the bride, informed the
undersigned of the intimate details of the above marriage.

W t. Sol t" took place T guess--cmonememamsa verbally but it

! d i 2 different onel!il! Yes Mgrriage is a great

institution.




63RD SERVICE SQUADRON
APO # 845, Z M
Miami, Florida

20 March 1944.

}y Dearest Billie ——-

Ah — one more day and spring will be herel! Won't that be grand??
You know -~ "In the springtime a young man's fancy turns to"-- but why
should I go on. What I'm wondering is, '"What happens to an old man's
fancy. Is it the same??? I'm asking You????" Yes Yes forever tantalizing
youll! Forever and forever just keep pouring it oniii! But never you mind,
its all on the surface on my part. Deep down I envy you and so does svery
one else but no one wishes to admit it. "Oh for a peaceful, quiet, cozy,
home, a substantial income (quite substantial) a loving wife and interesting
work." Now woudldn't that be the 1lifell! Yes I think so but after securing
that my interest would probably drift and still I would be as unsettled as
ever., I wonder??? These thoughts aren't to arouse you Billie but to show
you ny sentiments about life,

I received your long looked for letter today. I was surprised to
find that you didn't relate your latest escapades. Perhaps that is a
thing of the past!! Is it sc??? I hear that Sylvie wished that you would
return home whils he was there but that you failed to do so. Why??? I
guess he had a pretty wild and good time while he was home. Thats the
way we always do. MNavbe they will keep me away from home long enough this
time that when I return I shall be satisfied to spend all my evenings at
home. The last time I was home I think that one evemring was spent there.
I hate to admit it. But thats the way it always goes. Now Syl¥ie did the
same thing and Ican't say that I blame him. He was home the first nite.
Thats better than I did. Remember??? I guess we return home so as .we
can lsave again. But if I had a leave now the same thing would probably
take place. At least Billie when you go home you do stay and visit for
a little while, that is unless one of us boy= happen to be around to drag
vou out. I hear that Sylvie found & "beuatiful blond". I wonder how long
this infatuation will last!!! I think it will be long time before he secs
hiome again! He has reported to Tampa, Florida by this time for further
adventures in his army career. He had the irony to wave his "PFC" arcund
in my face. You lnow, "Six months in the army and a Pfc already"”. But yet
as you say, "In some ways perhaps I am lucky" but I never have seen a good
stroke of luck fall my way yet. Why should I unburden my ungratious(sp)
feeling onyou??? You have enough with your income tax!i!i! Ha! Ha!

Oh Yes about the trip. I still think that it would be a grand thing
but I'meafreid its hopeless. That is in the near future. You know Mom & Dad
wouldn't consider selling their livestock, poultry and locking everything
up and leaving it. Of course its entirely up to them .... I told you what
I would do about it and what I say goes for good.....anytime. TYou might
broach the subject to them if you think you could get any results. But
remerber —-- if one goes they all go --- Mom has been left behind too many
times already. She persists in working. I don't know why because they
could get along very easily without her doing so. Yes it would be a good
idea for Evelyn to go also.

Well Walt will be home around the first of Juhe. Anyway that is what
has been planned. He willbe inducted arcund that time. Bonnie is 5£ill in
Washington. Roy is still stationed there. Barneys have decided to stay in

in Wyoming. If ther moved to Idaho they would have to sell all their
livestock and besides they have plenty of work in Yyoming.

Well Billie its about time I stopped lamenting and started to looking
on the brighter side of life. I missed your joke this time. I think you
are slipping. But that doesn't stop me from relating a small but I thihk
a very good g

Daea 1




"It seems that one day 2 small boy was walking dowvn a country rodd with
his dog. After walking for awhile the small boy chanced to glance behind
him and notice a large black limousine bearing down upon him. He stepped
to the side of the road to let the car pass. The driver of the car --a
wealthy old gentleman with a few airs —— stopped his car and asked the
boy if he cared to ride. The boy looked the car over and said, "Sure",

He climbed into the front seat beside the old gentleman. The gentlemen
asked the boy if he wished to put his dog in the car also. The boy replied,
"No he will run along beside the car." Therefore the old gentlemen drove
off., After progressing a small distance he looked at the boy and said, °
"here's your dog?" The little boy looked out and said, "Just in front of
the front wheel." The old man drove a little faster and then said, "Now
where's your dog?", The boy replied, "He is still fn front of the wheel,"
The old man did not like for his car to be out done by a mere dog so he
stepped on hhe gas to show the dog a thing or two. “Upon inquiring again
he learned that the dog was still in the same place, Roaring with rage

he slammed down and the gas and let the car out to its full limit. About
this time a sharp curve appeared in the road and the old man failed to
make it. He crashed into a tree just at the corner of the turn, After
the accident the old man manage to climb out of the wreck, He looked
around and saw the Boy standing beside the wrecked car. Heéslooked at the
boy and asked, "Now where's your dog??". The boy said, "Right there",

The old man peered at the dog and said, "That's not yours. Your dog didn't
have any collar on." The boy said, "Hell thats no collar, that's his a~——— e
he just ain't use to these sudden stopsi!!"

Well here I sit. The same old place. "I'm still free,white and
twenty-one", Take away the free, and twenty-one. One consolation I'm
still "Whi6e". Thats more than I can say for some of the people I associate
with, As Fritz said, when she wrote to me, "How's Uncle Sam's flirting (but
not fighting) soldier. Well she was close to right thing but "flitting" would
have been the appropriate word. First I'm here and then I'm there. I've
never gone with anyone steady except the gal over in Ponce. And now thats
all over. I know a lot of gals around here but usually one date is enough.
You khow "Some have beauty", "Some have Brains". Its hard to get along
with either type. Those that have both won't hardly associate with you,
Also consider the fact that some speak your language and some don't, It
takew about a dozen contacts to find one half way likeable and then some
thing else comes into the pieture, What??? Well if its not the "color!
its the "Stature" or her "parents" or her "ideas", etc, etc. So you see
what it all amounts t02?? I sent one picture home and Syiwie remarked,

"She isn't really beéautiful”, I had a notion to write and say we went
with them for their brains not their bamauty but I know thats not right.
Perhaps it would be best if everybody consider this question and then put
it to the final vote, "Are you id favor of the present plan of having two
sexes???"

Saw the Bob Hope show troupe the other day. I still go to the movies
once in awhile. Last Saturday I went on a USC tour thru the Sugar factory.
Very interesting. I would take a few pictures of the scenery but its getting
a little difficult to get film,

I have one other letter that I must write today and if I make it as
long as this I'll have to stay overtime so I guess I shall have to close,
I've covered everything of interest and everything not of interest anyway .

I'm not discourase about receiving the billfold. Just so I get it
in time to put ry "bonus" in it after the war is over, So you have plenty
of time. In fact you can even raise a calf for the purpose of securing
the leather if that product is unavailable at the present time,

Write when you can find time.

Lots j:‘j:23;
= ‘A ol




Hank in Puerto Rico.
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Two pictures with O K. taken
in the early 1940s. Tom
Varney owned the ranch
west of Broken Bow, and
when he noticed that
O.K. had $11,000 in

the bank, he suggested
that he buy the

ranch. Lee Fisher

lived on the ranch

in the early 1940s.

O.K. and Billie moved
onto the ranch after

the war.
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Some Rodabaugh family pictures from the years after Billie

KIMBERLY — Leona

;ET(-Evelyn) Price, 60, Kimberly,

died Saturday morning at
‘Gooding County Memorial

'Hospital following a long
_illness.

Born Aug. 26, 1916, in Collins,
Mo., she came to Idaho in 1942.

“She married Lorn Price in
~TwinFalls Feb 11, 1950.

She is survived in addition to

':';-'»her husband by one son,

Dewayne Price, Pocatello;
four brothers, Sylvan

Twin Falls home.

Leona ‘Evelyn’ Price

Rodabaugh, Pasco, Wash.;
Kenneth Rodabaugh, Por-
tland, Ore.;. Henty
Rodabaugh, Gooding, and
Walter Rodabaugh, Buhl;

. three sisters, Mrs. Golda
Powers, Hemet, Calif.s Mrs.

Willie Luther, Broken Bow,
Neb., and Mrs. Bonnie June
Mays, in Utah.

Services will be at Reynolds.

‘Funeral Chapel at 2 p.m.
Tuesday. Final rites will be at
Sunset Memorial Park.

moved to Nebraska. Evelyn, William and Lena at their




Walter Rodabaugh, with his second wife Suzy, and their children (. to r.) Jerald, Robert, and Randy.




Hank Rodabaugh. He was a jeweller in Boise, Idaho, when this picture was taken in the 1960s.




William and Lena, Billie’s parents.

The pictures on these pages

were taken about the time

~ of their 60" wedding anniversary,
in 1965.







In 1946 Billie became a
mother. The above
picture was taken in

the late 1950s, in the
ranch house in Broken
Bow. Below, Lena
holds the infant Kem.




Billie and Kem at the Broken Bow ranch house, about 1948.




Billie takes the toddler Kem for a walk at the ranch. Kem is
concerned that the colors he is wearing are not coordinated.



Billie on the west steps of the ranch house.
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s: Billie with Frieda Luther, Gerald’s third wife.

Bathing beautie
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In the 1970s Billie became a grandmother. This and the next picture, showing her granddaughters Jeni and Erin, were
taken at a Christmas visit to the ranch, about 1980.
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On the next pages are letters written to Billie in the 1980s by her granddaughters.
granddaughters, Jeni and Erin.
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In the 1980s O.K. had back problems at first, and eventually had small strokes, that kept him confined to the ranch.
Billie spent a lot of the 1980s nursing O.K., and taking care of the ranch business.
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O.K. died in 1989. In the 1990s Billie was able to take trips to visit her children and relatives. Here she is in Washington
state, visiting Artie and Sylvan Rodabaugh. She stayed with them for several months.




Billie and Alma Isaac, the mother of Billie’s daughter-in-law, Jeanne, at a Christmas party in 1995.







